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Impressions from the Japanese beginner course
Christoph Millotat

The atmosphere in the class is always very friendly and
relaxed from the beginning. Shiwa sensei explains
everything andis always in good humor. Work with
the exercise book helped understanding grammar
and construction of the Japanese language while we
tried to memorize the Hiragana. After repetition | started
to recognize the characters in everyday life. Even
though two hours each week seems almost too short.
Two times a week that would have speeded up the
process, andleave more time to ask questions.
| always enjoy going to class and talking to the teacher
and my classmates. One day | hope to reach the skill
level for the advanced course.
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Shaun Johnson
When first moving to Kyoto | enrolled in a beginners’
Japanese course here at the KCIF. The course was
very helpful, giving me a great foundation in Japanese
to build from. It also gave me more confidence when
speaking Japanese and showed that you will make
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mistakes but that is an important part of learning a new
language.

Since then | have changed to taking private lessons
which are absolutely fantastic. The lessons are always
fun but most importantly, the topics taught are useful for
daily life in Japan.

| feel that my Japanese level has improved
significantly since taking these lessons at the KICA and
would recommend anyone wanting a solid start in the
language or wanting to continue the experience of
learming Japanese.
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Being a Black Woman in Japan :
Both Invisible and Marked

1963 FEFN. T1ITUPREEA,
BRNARZERBPEZAF TRBZHNZ T,
9 FHEFECZD,

‘I am an invisible man [...]. | am invisible,
understand, simply because people refuse to see
me. When they approach me they see only my
surroundings, themselves, or figments of their
imagination, indeed, everything and anything except
me. “- Ralph Ellison

One day in the late 1980’s while | was living in
England, by chance | tumed on the TV and
happened to see a Japanese Sumo match airing.
What was this strange attractive sport called Sumo
that had suddenly entered my living room and
enticed me to want to start watching it regularly? It
was not only the sport itself that caught my eye, but
before the end of each Sumo program, glimpses of
Japan were shown which piqued my interest even
more about this distant country. Prior to this
experience, Japan didn't exist for me in any way,
shape or form.

Back then, for me Japan was a country “somewhere
near China” and not much else. Of course | had
heard of “samurai”, “geisha” and other things that
were typical or stereotypically “Japan” but other than
that, Japan could have been Mars. Then suddenly
through the window of Sumo, | began developing a
strong desire to visit Japan and experience this
amazing, attractive country with its rich culture and
tradition. These feelings grew stronger and stronger
over time.

In my eagermness to make my way to Japan, | never
stopped for a moment to think about what it would
be like for me as a Black Nigerian-British woman to
live in an Asian country. The fact that | could not
speak Japanese did not concern me, although this
was one of the many things that my family and
friends were the most concermed about. “How wiill
you communicate?” “What will you eat?” My friends
and family thought that Japanese people only ate
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sushi. Having eaten out at a few Japanese
restaurants in London, | knew there was more to
Japanese cuisine than just sushi. Nevertheless, it
never crossed my mind to do any research about
the country | was going to live in. All I knew was that
| was moving to Japan and that was that. | figured |
could find out all | needed to know about Japan
upon arrival. That is how drawn | was to Japan. | just
wanted to get there as soon as possible, as if a
magnet was pulling me there beyond my control.

That was over 12 years ago and my approach to
travel has completely changed. If | were to go to
Japan now for the first time, | would do a very
comprehensive internet search where | would try to
learn as much as | could. Then | would purchase a
travel guide even before | bought my plane ticket.
But back then, my desire to be in Japan and to
experience all that the country had to offer left little
room for second guessing or doubting myself.
Without knowing what to expect and with little more
than a job waiting for me, | booked my ticket to
Japan.

My arrival in Fukuoka in January, 1998 was both a
weird and wonderful experience. It was weird in the
sense that | was suddenly in this new country that |
knew very little about but | had been dying to visit for
so long. At the same time, | was suddenly
confronted with the “foreignness” of my
surroundings. | found the sounds, smell and the
hustle of people as they went about their business to
be very confusing. Without warning, the enormity of
my decision to move to Japan finally hit me. And it
hit me hard. “What am | doing here?” | was no
longer in England and that was very clear. But at the
same time, | found myself walking around in
amazement as | took in my surroundings. My first
impression of Japan was that it looked so
Westemised. Men and women walking around in



kimonos with traditional hairstyles being transported
by rickshaws were nowhere to be found. Even still
on that first day, as | walked around Tenjin
seemingly in a daze, | could not believe that | was
finally in Japan. One thing became very clear for me
at that time. The fact that it took almost ten years
from the first time | saw Sumo on TV until | actually
arrived in Japan was, for me, positive proof that
dreams do come true.

Very soon, friends back home started to barrage me
with questions about my experiences in Japan and
chief among them was, “Are there any Black people
there?” Until | came to Japan, | never really had to
think about the colour of my skin. Although | was
born in England, | grew up in Africa (Nigeria) where |
lived for twelve years from the age of 10 to 22.
There my skin colour was never an issue as | was
“one of them”. The only ridicule | suffered came from
classmates who teased me about my English
pronunciation calling it, “funny English”. Although |
looked like other Africans there, | didn't speak like
them as | had a British accent. But very soon, as |
began to learn the African language, Yoruba, | came
to lose my British accent and was able to better fit in
with my peers at school.

On my return to England at the age of 22, | lived in a
multicultural city which had a large West Indian
(Jamaica, Barbados, etc.) community where |
assimilated well. Of course, in school before |
moved to Nigeria, | had experienced some racial
name calling such as “Blackie” but it never really
bothered me that much as | usually responded with
some name calling of my own and as such, | was
able to go through my initial schooling relatively
unscathed.

Unquestionably, racism does exist in England and
| did experience it firsthand. My applications for
various jobs were sometimes rejected unfairly, and |
was even told blatantly to my face that a particular
career choice was not available to me as a
consequence of being a Black woman. These were
all very demoralising experiences to be sure, but as |
knew that this wasn't particularly about me per se
and was more about people’s attitude to people of
colour as a whole, | licked my wounds and went
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about the business of living. It was when | came to
live in Japan that | began to rethink who | was as a
Black woman.

Given that Japan consists of a predominately
homogeneous population, foreigners, especially
non-Asians, stand out. As a Black woman in Japan,
and at the time of this writing, as one out of only a
handful of Black people living in Kyoto, | have
experienced the anxieties of trying to fit in when one
is different. At times this struggle made me feel very
isolated. ‘Standing out’ is traditionally something that
one tries very hard to avoid in Japanese society and
is expressed in the popular Japanese saying, “The
nail that sticks up gets hammered down” (deru kui
wa utareru). Thus standing out from this context
carries with it negative connotations of being strange,
weird and a host of other things. Of course, not
fitting in (literally and otherwise) has always been a
fact of life for displaced Black women. And here in
Japan, as hard as | tried to not stand out, |
consistently failed in my endeavors.

Being a Black woman living in a culture like Japan,
that is so different from cultures that | had been
familiar with, was at times quite stifling and even
oppressive. When | first arrived in Japan while still in
the ‘Honeymoon Stage” of loving everything and
everyone here, although | noticed people staring at
me, | was too enamored with just being here to be
bothered by a few stares. But as time went by, and
the novelty of being in Japan had worn off, the
constant staring, finger pointing, bag clutching, and
many other things made me feel very uncomfortable,
as central to my existence here was the clear
message that, indeed, / stood out.

In Japan, | have often thought of myself as being
both ‘invisible’ and ‘marked’ simultaneously. Like the
quotation at the beginning of this essay, in spite of
the blackness of my skin, | constantly feel as if |
have been “white-d-out”. Basically, | don't exist.
People see what they want to see and don’t see
what they cannot easily understand. For many
Japanese people it is inconceivable for a Black
woman to take up a seat next to them on a train, or
worse Yyet the thought of them taking the empty seat
next to a Black person. In spite of the tired look on



everyone’s faces at the end of a long day, the seat
next to me on the train often remains empty. At the
same time, that | am made invisible in Japan, | am
also constantly ‘marked’ here in ways that never
occurred in Africa and only rarely occurred even in
England. In England, | am unmarked as another
citizen of a multicultural society, a person of colour.
In Japan, | am not only marked as ‘gaijin’, but as an
extreme (that is, Black) gaijfin.

How have | come to adapt to this invisibility and
markedness that | carry around with me all over
Japan, everywhere | go? In many ways, | feel like a
walking ‘social studies lesson’ for Japanese people
to learn. | want people to see that Black people are
just like them in many ways. They don't need to
clutch their bags thinking that all Black people are
thieves. Black people have polite manners just as
Japanese people do. We also have feelings,
dreams and hopes, just like they do. We have
friends and families. We laugh, cry and love.

Through my work as a university lecturer of English |
feel that | have touched my students by merely
being myself and teaching with integrity as any
teacher would. Students have given me feedback
saying that while at first they found me to be “scary”,
after coming to know me they learmed that | was
kind and sensitive. | am sure that | taught those
students much more that just English.

Before concluding this essay, | want to leave my
readers with a very important message. What |
really want to express here is not so much what |
have shown the Japanese people, but rather what
the Japanese people have taught me about myself.
This has been a life-changing experience for me
that I will always treasure.

Throughout the years | have resided in Japan, |
have come to realize that | am much more than
what my passport indicates, as a ‘British Citizen’.
Japan has taught me that | am a Black woman with
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a rich African background which | am extremely
proud of. While wanting to be unmarked and visible,
Japan has lead me back to my roots, not England,
but Africa. This nurturing journey that | have gone
through has increased my love for Japan. Japan
has been like a mother to me: strict and realistic at
times, but also warm, nurturing and always there for
me. | will always appreciate Japan for this.

As | continue my life’s journey | am not sure where |
will be lead. However, this exotic Asian culture of
Japan, so different from my own, that began to
attract me as a young adult in England who
happened upon a TV program about Sumo, will
forever travel with me. | cannot imagine ever totally
leaving Japan, although | may do so in a physical
sense as Japan is such a part of me. “Thank you,
Japan. | love you.”

REEZTHTINREA



“Japan: What Lies Beneath?”
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What is the image of Japan in the international
community? Is it cliché or combinis, fact or fiction,
Hello Kitty or Hondas? In trying to answer this
question | first conducted a straw poll among my
friends and family. | emailed them this question;
“What you think about when you think about Japan?
Answer in one word.”

First, what impressed me was the volume of
answers and the speed at which people answered.
Everybody was eager to answer. Of the cohort of
about 30 or so respondents only three have visited
Japan; the rest of the group have only ever
experienced Japan from abroad. The range of
answers is testament to what | call Japan’s
“soft-power super-power status.”

The one-word answers ranged from delicious food
to cleanliness, polite, etiquette-obsessed, sushi,
vending machines, Nintendo, umami, technology,
strict, the Japanese flag, the Shibuya pedestrian
crossing, eccentric, robots, trains, temples, tradition,
clocks, pink, Hello Kitty, good cars, pine trees and
Mr Miyagi from the Karate Kid movies. In light of the
events of 11 March in Tohoku others mentioned
earthquakes and Fukushima.

Of course giving your impression of any country in
one word, especially one with such a long history,
such a rich culture and an international reach is
always going to leave out far more than it includes.
But nonetheless it serves as an interesting starting
point.

Having lived in Japan for nearly two years | am
going to add my own words to my friends ‘one word’
answers and try to construct a picture of what Japan
looks like from inside and outside.

Before | came to Japan anyone of the answers that
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my friends thought-up could have been mine; well,
except umami. Japan has taught me much about
food. Indeed Japan'’s appetite for food is matched by
its love of talking about food; more often than not my
conversations with Japanese people often revolve
entirely around food.

| first encountered Japan growing up in Ireland in the
1980s during Japan’s economic boom. Japanese
exports were common sights in my neighbourhood;
there were Nissans and Toyotas and Panasonic
made a memorable entrance in the form of a
videocassette recorder. | can still remember that
video machine in my neighbour’s house; it was
gigantic in the way everything seems bigger when
you are a child, it had row after row of buttons, it
looked more like something from the future,
something from space or something you would use
to get to space.

In keeping with technology by far the biggest star of
all, certainly the most coveted was Sony’s Walkman.
Imagine that you could walk to school listening to
your own mix tapes—in fact, if you kept your head
down and the sound low you could listen to your
Walkman in class. It might sound quaint now in the
digital era with Smartphones and MP3s as standard,
but in my youth the Walkman was a touch of genius.

So like my friends who answered cars, robots, trains
and technology, this is the Japan | first
encountered—a country both far away and far
ahead of Ireland, a place where technology came
from.

While it was Japan’s economic might | first
encountered, this was followed more broadly by
aspects of Japanese culture that have gained
universal appeal. Young people today are as likely to
encounter manga as they are Mitsubishi. The



contemporary “Japan boom” has sent sushi global;
Studio Ghibli movies are released in theatres across
the world, manga’s popularity has spread like a virus,
everyone | know under 35 has a Murakami novel by
their bedside, Harajuku is known as much for being
a style as much as it is a place; Mario has joined
Pac-Man as a global pop-icon; Uniglo and Mujirushi
are on high streets around the world and for a while
you could not walk into a pub through out the world
without being handed a microphone ahead of a
drink and ordered to sing a karaoke song.

Japan is ubiquitous, Japan is cool, Japan is
represented around the world in so many ways, and
yet on first coming to Japan | never felt more
disorientated. | was that tourist taking photos of
chopsticks, slippers, vending machines, the replica
food displays, face towels and of course toilets,
much to the amusement of Japanese people. It is
not surprising that the cumulative effect of all these
sights and stimuli can be disorientating.

A classic example of this is a description from the
introduction to a well-known guidebook on Japan.
The author, clearly overwhelmed on arriving in
Tokyo, sets out to describe his new perspective; it
was, he says, like arriving to another planet. This is
not the first, or | suspect the last time I'll hear this
opinion, as if tourists regularly visit other planets thus
allowing for comparisons. But, | appreciate the basic
sentiments, if not the hyperbole.

It is worth noting that more than a century ago there
was a similar “Japan boom” in the West. Following
Japan’s rapprochement with the international
community in the 1860s Japanese artefacts were
displayed across Europe to widespread acclaim.
Van Gogh took inspiration from ukiyo-e prints for his
series of plum tree paintings. For Oscar Wilde,
Japan, witnessed through prints, fabrics, paintings
and costumes represented a new “perspective’.

Expressing his attitude to Japan Wilde wrote; "I feel
an irresistible desire to wander, and go to Japan,
where | will pass my youth, sitting under an almond
tree in white blossoms drinking amber tea out of a
blue cup and looking at a landscape without
perspective."

Wilde, unfortunately, never did make it to Japan; had
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he, | hope someone would have advised him to
bring sun cream for his porcelain skin and mosquito
repellent for his long hours of wandering and
pondering.

Back then Japan much like today had a powerful
pull on the public imagination; it was exotic,
inspirational and intricate.

In the age of the internet and the image we are
familiar with two Japans; futuristic and ancient,
crowded and lonely, cutting-edge and conventional,
simple and confounding. The two-Japan perspective,
at odds with itself, an elegant contradiction is the
one which visitors encounter and one which has
gained most traction around the world. Indeed,
drawing on the sample of my friends’ responses a
similar picture emerges.

But what if these are not contradictory or paradoxical
at all; what if they are just numbers in the same
equation. What if they are complementary?

Take the car for example; we are all familiar with the
might of the Japanese automobile industry and how
they have led production and development of new
technology to meet the challenges of the twenty-first
century, but among all these cars Japan is
bicycle-mad. Every day | see wave after wave of
cyclists on all manner of bikes; it even brightens up
my morning seeing mothers ferrying kids, one on
the back, one in the front, cycling to school. Yes,
Japan loves cars, but it has not forgotten how
practical the bicycle is.

No other country that | have been to has done so
much to make the toilet a luxury destination; at first
Toto’s toilets used to baffle me; all those buttons to
clean parts of my body that | didn't even know
existed. But alongside these amazing toilets, or
rather in the ground, are the bog standard Japanese
toilets. These are easy to clean and easy to install.
High technology exists side-by-side with practical
utilities. Just as apartments and houses still retain a
Japanese-style living room next to rooms to
western-style rooms. At summer festivals men and
women wear yukatas as well as sporting luxury
designer bags. The list goes, high-school students
learning to design robots as well as leaming the
rituals of tea ceremony or calligraphy. Living in



Japan, | have leamed that opposites can
complement each other; it is even possible for them
to exist in harmony. | hope it is anyway, as | am
getting married this year to a Japanese woman.

On a broader societal level Japan has adapted to
having two dominant religions; aspects of both are
used for different ceremonies and rituals. This,
especially coming from Ireland, is quite incredible;
religions don't have to be defined against each
other; rather they can co-exist in harmony.

But | am not suggesting that Japan is always zen,
the utopia that Wilde imagined, people wandering
from blossom tree to blossom tree drinking tea. Like
anywhere else there are the anxieties and hassles
of modern life, family, work, commuting—but at least
the trains are nearly always on time and people do
that nice thing that seems to have gone out of
fashion nearly everywhere else in the world,
queuing.

On 11 March we all withessed the discord between
nature and humanity when the earthquake and
tsunami struck Tohoku.

In light of the tragedy and destruction in Tohoku and
the fear generated from Fukushima, people around
the world connected with Japan; this time it was a
connection bigger than trade or even culture, it was
a connection borne out of humanity, of a concern for
others in the face of disaster, tragedy and anxiety.
There has been in the months since a global
outpouring of goodwill for Japan.

In such a time of extreme crisis it is a testament to
the Japanese spirit and discipline that the social
contract, a concern for others, for the group, for
civility and for society was upheld with grace. There
were no scenes of looting; instead the images were
of people queuing of co-operation. Japan has been
severely tested and challenged in the past; the
strength of its people to overcome each crisis is truly
admirable.

The Tohoku earthquake and tsunami also showed
how Japan has changed; teams from all over the
world came to provide disaster and humanitarian
relief. At one stage up to 20,000 US armed forces
were in Tohoku assisting in Operation Tomodachi.
To say that the months, years ahead will be difficult
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is to understate the magnitude of the emotional and
physical impact of the quake and tsunami.

Japan is a nation that keeps re-inventing itself, in
appliances and gadgets, in manga, games and
novels, in architecture and art. There is a depth to
Japan which is humbling. In the days following the
earthquake a Japanese colleague asked what was
the reaction in Ireland to the events in the Tohoku. |
remember telling her how people were concerned
and compassionate, but also they were impressed,
as was | to see how the Japanese people were so
quickly pulling together. | told my colleague that | do
not know how people in Ireland would act if
something so devastating were to befall us. Really |
don’t know, but then afterwards | thought—we could
take examples from Japan.

To return to my friends and family and their one word
answers, | hope that as many of them as possible
can come to Japan, if only to add more words to
their impressions of Japan.
One of the things | love about Japan is how it makes
the ordinary elegant. For instance in one of my
favorite restaurants the staff always overfill your cup
of sake so that it spills into the saucer beneath. Not
only do you get more sake, (always good) but also
the hospitality of the restaurant is subtly expressed.
Or the kusari-doi, a simple elegant down pipe or rain
chain. The simple function of draining rainwater off
a roof is transformed into an understated yet
magical performance.

| know that many of my friends want to come to
Japan, and there are so many places that | would
like to show them, the view of Kyoto from Daimoniji,
the mists gathering like smoke clouds on the
Shimanto river, the countless wonderful restaurants
and izakayas. And most of all | want them to meet
the people behind their one word impressions; the
people that make Japan Japan.
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Fukushima Crisis and Dented Japan

in the International Community : My View
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Japan enjoys an enviable reputation and respect in
the intemational community in many ways. A
responsible and committed member of the world
community, Japan has eamed a remarkable stake in
global affairs through its soft power of diplomacy.
After its resurrection from the debris of the World
War Il, the country renounced the path of war and
has established its identity as a peace-loving nation
exerting leadership in global peace and security.
Economically the country achieved enormous
strides in commerce and trade during the 1960’s
and 1970’s and emerged as the second biggest
economic giant in the world. With its distinct culture,
unique language, work-ethics, Japan climbed the
ladder of development presenting itself as a role
model for development in Asia and inspired some
countries to pursue ‘Look East Policy, a growth
model recapitulated after Japan. Again, with its aid
package through ODA policy and contributing
participation as a development partner, the country
exerts enormous good will and influence across the
globe. In terms of cultural diplomacy, Japan is
perceived as a contributing member in world peace
and a global leader in the arena of science and
technological development. Lately, the economic
power has suffered decline and the recent
Fukushima crisis added a new dimension denting
the global image of the country. This essay is
intended to draw upon as assessment on how
Japan’s image in the world polity suffered a setback
in the face of Fukushima crisis based on my
personal observation and experiences during the
one year stay in Japan.

Japan has undoubtedly showed pioneering
leadership in  scientific  development and
technological innovation and people globally held
confidence in Japanese capability in the promotion
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of scientific research and technology. To this is
added Japan’s identity as a development partner of
the developing world. The country’s diplomacy has
successfully projected the technology-driven society
and developed economy and eamed the recognition
of global leader in world affairs. Much of the
reputaton has dented in the handling of the
Fukushima Daiichi crisis resulting from the biggest
earthquake accompanying the tsunami. It has been
alleged that Japan has been unable to live up the
expectation level with regard to the handling of the
nuclear crisis and the control of radiation from the
reactors. The allegation also includes the level of
efficiency and transparency in dealing with the crisis.
Adequacy in safety measures and access to
information to the world have also been called in
question. Global civil society has, however, eyed the
management of the crisis from the humanitarian
perspective. This results in a damage or dent to
Japan’s global image in leadership calling in
question the capability and efficiency of Japan in the
management of disaster.

An objective evaluation of handling the nuclear crisis
and its impact on the intemational community
deserves a closer discussion. The Fukushima
nuclear plant maintained by TEPCO to generate
electricity in Tokyo and its vicinity was badly shaken
by the tsunami triggered by the 9.0 Richter
earthquakes, an incident unprecedented in Japan’s
history leading to several nuclear reactors disarray
and leakage of radiation across the area and
beyond. Nobody questioned the incidence itself,
but the developments that followed the handling of
the crisis, did raise some queries among nuclear
experts and humanitarian activists around the globe.
The global community was concemed about a
possible nuclear disaster engulfing Japan and
beyond as painted by electronic media. No doubt,



the intemational community wanted to see a
transparency over the dealing of the issue. The
govemment of Japan, govemed by a sense of pride
and self-esteem over technological sophistication,
allegedly showed initially a cold shoulder towards
proposals of cooperation and assistance from the
West. This gave a wrong signal to the intemational
community questioning Japan’s egotism and
self-esteem.

Handling the crisis showed a remarkable difference
in approach. Experts from the USA and Europe
differed in the way Japan was dealing with the crisis.
Japan’s alleged unwelcoming attitude towards
proposals of cooperation and assistance from the
fiendly states immediately after the crisis helped
take shape such perception. Some nuclear experts
even complained that Japan was hiding information
from reaching public regarding the degree and
dimension of the crisis. To this is added the view
from the human rights perspective that adequate
safety measures were not taken with regard to the
security of the workers in the power plant. The rift
was also obvious in declaring the safety zone for the
radiation area between Japan and its westem allies
including the USA, France, and Gemmany etc.
Openly Korea criticized Japan’s handling of the
issue as incompetent. Given the depth and
dimensions of the perception pertaining to the issue,
Japan was misperceived as an egoistic and proud
nation.

While there is a fusion between fact and phantasy in
the claim, one needs to unearth the myth in order to
have a sound grasp of the issue. Given the
transparent image of the country, the question now
arises: Is Japan bad at communications? or why
were they not loud and clear in its deliberations to
the public? One possible reason underlines the
cultural perspective: By nature, Japanese are soft
and indirect in communications i.e. their complex
deliberations partly give reasons to their ineffective
communications. The critics of Japanese society
and culture point to the traditional allegation that the
Japanese culture remains inapprehensible to
foreigners. The other explanation pertained to the
language barrier. The Japanese society is
inaccessible to a non-native expatriate in Japan to
the extent that one can hardly have easy movement
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in the countryside without the knowledge in
Japanese language. This language barrier was
partly responsible for failure to bring in the intended
outcome, i.e. the expatriates could hardly grasp
explanation or developments taking shape in the
aftermath of the Fukushima disaster. As a result, the
foreigners had to rely on the intemational media
rather than the first-hand information from the host
govemment. As an expatriate, despite being
well-conversant in English, | was acutely faced with
this complication owing to local language barrier
during the critical days of the disaster and felt
helpless regarding accurate information and easy
movement inside Japan.

Regarding the initial Japanese aversion to global
cooperation to mitigate the nuclear disaster, | feel
tempted to endorse the views of the diplomats in
Japan. The diplomatic circle in Tokyo believes that
the govt. of Japan was late and dillydallying to
respond to the call for assistance from the USA and
Europe to handle/tackle the reactor leakage leading
to the worsening of the situations in Fukushima
power plants. Whether the criticism is incorrect or
whether it carries a significant substance of facts, the
perception or view affects denting Japan’s image to
a great extent. Not only a number of embassies
including France, Gemmany and USA shifted their
locations from Tokyo to elsewhere in Osaka or
Hiroshima, the decision itself helped mould the
public perception negatively with regard to the level
of the safety and security in Tokyo arising out of the
radiation contamination and the stance of the
Japanese govemment taken to this end. Though
embassies are sovereign entities with the mandate
of deciding their own regarding security and safety of
its institution as well as nationals and the host
government is not in position to press decisions on
them, the decision reflected the rift in view points
with regard to safety and security held by the host
govemment and the foreign govermments
represented in Japan. This action by the diplomatic
community left loud message to the world.

There was other side of the story. As against the
picture mentioned above, there was a quite different
picture prevailing. It was seen that the expatriate
community living in Japan decided to completely go
by the decision of the host govemment. These



people kept unflinching confidence in the
govemment initiatives taken to tackle the crisis and
appreciated the courage, patience and fortitude with
which the Japanese people faced the crisis. As a
diplomat by profession curently pursuing a
post-graduation in Japan, | experienced such an
incident. | was surprised by the level of confidence
and emotional attachment to the Japanese
management by the expatriate Bangladeshis as
they were pressing home the idea to the
Bangladeshi authority not to move the embassy to
the other part of Japan and to play bigger role and
extend cooperation to the Japanese authority.
Again, the element of surprise | was confronted with
in the handling nuclear disaster is the stoicism with
which the Japanese people faced. In this regard, the
speech by the Emperor and the Prime Minister had
overpowering impact upon the mass people who
went by the measures taken by the government and
helped in overcoming the crisis. The world could see,
with awe and wonder, the national unity and ethos of
Japanese nation that they can walk tall amid
disasters with their spirit unshaken.

A discussion on handling the Fukushima crisis
would remain incomplete without discussing the role
of the electronic media. The global media like CNN
and BBC had access to and they were broadcasting
live programs from Fukushima. It was observed that
the media reports, markedly different from local
deliberations, were speculative and biased on
radiation and possible meltdown of the nuclear
reactors which some labeled as hostile and
interest-seeking. However, the way CNN or BBC
was broadcasting news, created much confusion
and misunderstanding among foreigners, to some’ s
view, with malice and propaganda. The fallout effect
of news broadcast regarding the immediacy of the
meltdown of the reactor and the spread of the
radiation generated by the media was enormous.
Careful observers might have noticed that some
westem electronic media were engaged in
negatively projecting Japan, partly in continuation of
the “Japan bashing” in the USA and Europe which
took their roots in the delayed recall of Toyota cars
from around the world markets.

When problems are identified, it is possible to seek
for remedies. Then what efforts could Japan take to
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paint the dent in its image triggered by Fukushima
disaster? Japan should continue to keep up its good
efforts as a committed partner of development of the
developing world and responsible contributing
member of the intemational society. This will help
sustain and maintain Japan’s global leadership in
world affairs. It is to be noted that the world polity has
confidence in Japan’s capability and stake in global
affairs and Japan should grid up its loan to shoulder
this responsibility as the country has the means and
resources to provide capable leadership. As
attainment of global leadership requires promotion of
a global language, to cope with the change and
pace of globalization, Japan should revisit its
language policy and put accent on promoting
English as second language. This would not only
help Japan to win over global market, but to attain
harmony and togethemess with the pace of the
global society. The country may also take steps to
strengthen the media and communication sectors to
remain at par with the Westemm media. In
intemational politics, Japan’s soft-power diplomacy
as a means to increase its global visibility and
presence will continue to bring in fruition. Japan
could pursue the policy advocated by former
Foreign Minister Takeo Fukuda, founder of Japan
Foundation: Japan should now seek its own
prosperity in the prosperity of the world, and the
whole nation must be conscious of this goal. As long
as Japan would continue to make more contribution
to the development of the poorer nations and will
open up culturally and intellectually to the
intemational community, the country will win the
hearts and minds of the global community. With
regard to Fukushima crisis, | strongly believe Japan
would be able to gradually overcome the crisis and
rebuild its economy by virtue of its national unity and
spirit as the economy is endowed with an inherent
capacity and will to reassert itself from the bottom of
crisis.
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Tel: 075-751-8958 Fax: 075-751-9006

Mail: office@kicainc.jp
kicajim@mk1.macnet.or.jp

URL : http:/kicainc.jp/
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